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Specifications

Theme 1:

Green Growth: “Exploring news ways of reducing the impact on our environment, that can arise from economic growth within successful regions, which leads to significant pressure on natural resources and the de-coupling of economic growth and environmental degradation. Work towards the guidelines of the Kyoto agreement.”

	Sub-theme 1.1
	Sustainable Construction: 

Support and implementation of programme in the field of sustainable building design and sustainable building construction techniques.



	Project Outline


	Investigate use of sustainable construction materials, water and energy efficiency and all aspects of sustainable design of new development proposals.

 

	Project methodology


	There are a range of different opportunities that could be exchanged and explored between partners to ensure the sustainability of new buildings and their construction. They could for example include as follows:
· Minimising construction waste – for example, using recycled aggregates, off-site construction of parts of buildings, minimising and recycling the use of packaging and unused materials, minimising energy use, on-site pollution prevention measures.

· Techniques or tools to reduce the time interval between identification of waste amounts produced during construction and the transfer of the data to constructors and designers so lessons learnt immediately

· Water and energy efficient design in buildings - for example, low volume toilets, water efficient taps and showers, rainwater harvesting, greywater recycling as well as good insulation, solar panels and passive heating.

· Use of renewable energy technology – for example, solar, wind or earth-energy technologies, on-site or localised generation.

· Other aspects of sustainable design of buildings and their surroundings including for example green roofs, sustainable urban drainage, on-site natural habitat creation.

· Ensure environmental improvement by linking it to an environmental management system. 

Investigations could include for example 

· looking at barriers for the realisation of such opportunities and the whole-life costs. 

· ways to promote and support good practice, knowledge, skills, markets and products for sustainable construction.

· advice for and ownership from the development industry.

· advice for and ownership from local Government authorities including those granting planning permissions



	Recommended project size
	Indicative funding of 100k € - 400k€

	Recommended duration of project
	Has to be completed by November 07



	Geographical coverage
	At minimum 2 partner countries  involved

	Suggested delivery organisation/s & partners
	We would expect a partnership approach to deliver the project, with the involvement of the public sector organisations and departments (covering building, planning, the environment, etc.), the private sector (e.g. construction companies), research bodies with expertise in this field, environmental organisations, NGOs



	Type of beneficiaries & target groups


	organisations representing the environment, public sector, voluntary organisations and charities, private sector, universities and research centres, local networks and trade unions 

	Potential Outputs/outcomes to be address

· Establish network of experts about innovative sustainable construction aspects that could for example investigate the improvement of policies or how to build on existing projects

· Transfer, exploration and implementation of good practice for example through preparation of training, advice schemes or a good practice guide 

· Develop instruments within the different national frameworks to stimulate or regulate sustainable construction.

· Encourage the target groups to include the use and maintenance costs in the overall

	Potential results to work towards

· Construction waste reduced

· Buildings more water- and energy efficiently designed

· Use of renewable energy technology increased




