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Specifications

Theme 1:

Green Growth: “Exploring news ways of reducing the impact on our environment, that can arise from economic growth within successful regions, which leads to significant pressure on natural resources and the de-coupling of economic growth and environmental degradation. Work towards the guidelines of the Kyoto agreement.”

	Sub-theme 1.5
	Support and implementation of programme in the field of 

Resource management.



	Project Outline


	Investigate ways of 

· enhancing resource efficiency in existing domestic, commercial or industry  settings, 

· facilitating behavioural change amongst the public and within businesses

· encouraging the development and provision of expertise concerning recourse efficiency 

· promoting renewable energies and environmental technologies. 

Includes resource management for existing buildings but excludes resource management for proposed developments, which is covered by the sustainable construction sub-theme, 

 

	Project methodology


	There are a range of different opportunities that could be exchanged and explored between partners to improve resource management. They could for example include as follows: 

· Improving environmental performance of existing buildings for example by retro-fitting of water and energy efficient fittings (e.g. low flush toilets, spray taps, insulation) and appliances (e.g. energy efficient washing machines, fridges, etc).

· Design of innovative products by taking dematerialization and detoxification into account. Using also recycled materials and design for recycling. Increasing awareness of end of life recycling responsibilities, including in initial design and manufacture.

· Identifying and applying successful ways of encouraging a change in people’s behaviour towards more sustainable lifestyle, e.g. water or energy efficiency campaigns for the public, tools or frameworks to help the public and private sectors identify and promote efficiency opportunities.

· Innovative water-related measures such as sustainable drainage techniques or water treatment methods to maintain and improve water quality in rivers and streams, e.g. sustainable urban drainage methods, using wetlands or reedbeds to clean water. 

· Renewable energy installations or district heating schemes and the public and local business support for them. 

· Biodiversity and recreation parks or corridors to enhance the natural environment and communities’ quality of life.

· Economy-wide tools that allows to assess the impacts of economic sectors on the environment and the material flows (environmental accounting)
· Innovative instruments to compensate or mitigate environmental damage.

Investigations could include for example 

· looking at barriers for the realisation of such opportunities and the whole-life costs. 

· feasibility studies for the economy-wide tool implementation
· ways to promote and support good practice, knowledge, skills and products in the field of resource management.

· advice for and ownership from SMEs and Local Government Authorities 



	Recommended project size
	Indicative funding of 100k € - 400k€

	Recommended duration of project
	Has to be completed by November 07



	Geographical coverage
	At minimum 2 partner countries  involved

	Suggested delivery organisation/s & partners
	We would expect a partnership approach to deliver the project, with the involvement of relevant public sector organisations and departments, the private sector (e.g. infrastructure providers, water companies – in the UK privatised), research bodies with expertise in this field, environmental organisations, NGOs



	Type of beneficiaries & target groups


	organisations representing the environment, public sector, voluntary organisations and charities, private sector, universities and research centres, local networks and trade unions 

	Potential Outputs/outcomes to be address
· Establish network of experts about innovative resource management aspects that could for example investigate the improvement of policies or how to build on existing projects

· Transfer, exploration and implementation of good practice for example through preparation of training, advice schemes or a good practice guide

· Pursue product innovation and innovation in the supply chain to minimise the use of resources and  the tools to measure it
· 

	Indicative Results:
· Environmental performance of existing buildings improved

· Innovative products using fewer resources designed

· Change in people’s behaviour towards more sustainable lifestyle successfully encouraged

· Innovative measures to safe water, to support renewable energy, to enhance the natural environment or to compensate environmental damage applied



