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Suspurpol Newsletter 2: UK 

1. Introduction

This is the second newsletter for the SUSPURPOL (A Blueprint for the Planning and Purchasing Policies for Sustainable Built Environment) Project. It features recent and forthcoming activities on the project and ways in which individuals and organizations can get involved.

2. Official Suspurpol Project Launch: 18th July 2006

As a part of the project’s UK Study Week the Minister of State for the Environment and Climate Change, Ian Pearson MP visited Southampton to officially open Suspurpol. The Minister was with us for about 90 minutes in total and as well as making the official opening speech he had the opportunity to tour the sustainable technology exhibition held at St. Mary’s Fire Station in the City at which 12 companies exhibited their technologies and services. These ranged from small organisations to very large ones involved in renewable energy and rainwater harvesting.

The Minister then visited the first domestic wind turbine installed in the PUSH region of urban South Hampshire, about a kilometre away from the fire station. The installation is on an older property and is a housing association partnership development with Southampton City Council. The Minister was able to see the turbine “close up” courtesy of street lighting “cherry picker” from Southampton City Council. The Minister talked enthusiastically about the possibilities of relaxing the need for formal planning permissions for such turbines. Thus allowing them to be treated in the same way from a planning perspective as is currently the case for TV satellite dishes. Pictures of the visit and event are available on the website (address at footer of page).

The impact of the visit has been significant, and not only for the project. BBC TV covered the event and featured the Minister examining the wind turbine on the regional television news programme “South Today” on the 19th July. This was then followed by the feature being broadcast on the national BBC 10 o’clock evening news later that evening. 

At a private meeting with the Minister during his visit the Project Director of Suspurpol, Chief Executive of the Environment Centre, Chris Watkins raised concerns with Mr. Pearson about perceived weaknesses in the Ecohomes approach to sustainability. The Minister agreed to look into these issues and responded back to Chris the following month with a clarification. The impact of this meeting has been that the issue is to be considered in the consultation process for the development of the Code for Sustainable Homes. The full response provided by the Minister to Chris’s concerns can be seen on the Suspurpol Website.

What this clearly shows is that central government is not only interested in what activities are taking place in sustainable development in the PUSH sub-region and on the Suspurpol Project, but are willing to respond to issues raised by the partners and the project in the development of new national policy and guidelines. In response to this feedback from the Minister Chris remarked: ”It demonstrates that our efforts are not only of potential value to communities in improving sustainability, they are having impact at national policy level.”

3. Project Development

Building upon the successes of the UK Study Week is a key part of the project’s development. Delegates from Spain and Poland, as well as from across South Hampshire attended the workshop on Sustainable Checklists, held on the morning of the ministerial visit and included feedback from the developer of the SEEDA Sustainability Checklist, Martin Bolton. The study week also visited national sustainability exemplar projects and initiatives in London (at BEDZED and at Construction Resources) as well as seeing the best South Hampshire has to offer in sustainable construction at Havant and Totton. The feedback from all delegates was that the trips had been both worthwhile and informative.

Within the PUSH area further work has been undertaken on the actual development of the sustainability policy “SH14” for the sub region. This has included a further workshop for policy makers across the area at the end of July and a presentation on the context of sub-regional partnership working at the national conference of the Association for Public Service Excellence in London in early September. At the APSE conference Suspurpol was the case study described to support the higher level issues of sustainable construction referenced in the other two presentations on the construction workstream, from English Partnerships and the Chartered Institute of Housing. 

4. Next Steps and Events

Sustainable procurement issues take centre stage at two workshops to be held in Winchester in November. Confirmed speakers for these events include the Head of Procurement at WRAP, David Moon, who will be holding “advice surgeries” on sustainable procurement after the workshops during the lunch times and John Marsh of the Association for Public Service Excellence who will be discussing how sustainable procurement can be facilitated within and amongst local authorities. Suspurpol is also presenting at the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Planning Officers Group (HIPOG) Conference in October, also to be held in Winchester. A final policy workshop on SH14 is to be held in December by which time a proposal to go to the South East Plan Enquiry in Public will be the outcome. Suspurpol is also widening its influence and exposure in the area of Building Control and the need for continuous professional development in this area by attending the Building Control Officers event in November. This is on top of the attendance of UK Suspurpol Members at the Spanish Study week event in Seville in November and at the subsequent GROW Conference in Windsor at the end of that month!

5. Next Event Dates 

18/10/06: HIPOG Conference (Sustainable Development Workshops – 3) – Winchester (1 day)

6/11/06: Sustainable Procurement Workshop 1 – Winchester (half day am)

13/11/06: Sustainable Procurement Workshop 2 – Winchester (half day am)

20 – 22/11/06 Spanish Study Week (Seville)

28/11/06 Building Control Conference – London (1 Day)

29 – 30/11/06: GROW Conference - Windsor

December 06: (date and venue tbc): Sustainable Development Policy Workshop (SH 14)

Email your interest in attending any of these events to kirtsy.hill@environmentcentre.com
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