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Suspurpol Newsletter 1: UK Edition

1. Introduction

This is the first newsletter for the SUSPURPOL (A Blueprint for the Planning and Purchasing Policies for Sustainable Built Environment) Project. Future newsletters will aim to keep interested personnel and organizations informed of progress on the project as well as notifying them of other forthcoming events which may be of interest to attend.

2. Background and scope

South Hampshire is required to have at least 80,000 new homes built in the area over the coming 20 years. This planning demand has required the local authorities in the area to assess what is the most sustainable approach to integrating such a demand into the existing communities of South Hampshire. A key conclusion has been the recognition of the need for a more joined up approach to the overarching issue of sustainable construction and purchasing.

With the launch of the Interreg 3c GROW call for project proposals “Green Growth – Sustainable Construction” (stream A.1.2) the Environment Centre (tEC) took the opportunity to approach the 11 Local Authorities in PUSH (Partnership for Urban South Hampshire) to assist in resolving this need. In the PUSH response to SEERA on the South East Plan, policy SH15 the issue of Environmental Sustainability was seen as critical to the sub-regions future. 

Innovative work on delivering renewables commitments into new developments by the planning process had already been successfully pioneered by the London Borough of Merton (LBM). The potential for 11 local authorities working together could have a significant impact on assisting the delivery of EU and national government targets for:

· carbon dioxide reduction, 

· energy efficiency

· and demand reduction for water

At the same time, the Local Development Framework and Local Area Agreements are developing and one of the PUSH agreements was to work together on the use of material resources. The work that PUSH is developing has the opportunity to be replicated across the rest of the public sector in Hampshire, to ensure that it fully delivers where it has key sustainability roles and responsibilities.

The need in the PUSH sub-region to move the agenda forward was deemed to be critical. To pilot this way of joint working a number of “key barriers” workshops were held on issues surrounding sustainable design and construction, energy efficiency, waste management, water use reduction and biodiversity. There was widespread support for moving forward towards developing common policy goals. The outcomes were consolidated and produced in report findings before Christmas to allow serious scoping of the blueprint work delivery to be undertaken in parallel and scope future tasks.

3. 2006 – Moving the Project Forward

Once approval from the EU to part fund the project was received further strategic co-operation initiatives across South Hampshire took place. Agreement between all PUSH LA’s sign up to the project and its goals was successfully delivered with a Letter of Intent signed by all 11 Chief Executives. At the same time the 11 PUSH Chief Executives signed up to the joint overarching policy on targets for sustainable construction and development delivery for the sub-region, which was produced from the results of the pre-Christmas workshops. This has provided the baseline scope for further work on the project.

The official launch of the project took place in Southampton on 13th March with a workshop at the Civic Centre. It covered key planning barriers to renewables commitments and featured the LBM’s Adrian Hewitt as keynote speaker. Adrian had been responsible for delivering the LBM “10% Renewables Commitment”. He provided advice and guidance as to how such elements of supplementary planning guidance can be enshrined into Section 106 agreements. Key outstanding issues around the measurability and confirmation of the delivery of such commitments were raised and are seen as key issues in developing a workable evaluation model capable of being rolled out (initially across the 11 PUSH) LA’s. 

4. Next Steps and Events

Ministerial interest in the project has been received from Ian Pearson, MP, Minister of State for the Environment and Climate Change. The minister will officially launch the project in Southampton on July 18th with an exhibition of renewable technology from local companies providing products that can already be procured into new developments (ground heat, domestic wind, grey water etc.). The launch is being held in conjunction with the next project workshop (on delivering an implementable sustainability appraisal checklist for planning and building control officers). This is a part of the UK Study Week for Suspurpol which will see our Spanish and Polish partners visiting us here to learn more about the issues and solutions we have been working on. Please send us your input / views and comments on these issues! 

Further workshops on procurement and policy issues are also to be held before the summer holidays which will be aligned to a policy issues paper for sustainable development which is to be considered by the PUSH Chief Executives in late June. 

5. Next Event Dates 

17/7/06: UK Study Week Day 1: Sustainable Construction in South Hampshire

18/7/06: Day 2 (am) Sustainability Appraisals & Checklists (Workshop) – Southampton

18/7/06: (pm) Suspurpol Project Launch & Renewable Technology Exhibition – Southampton

19/7/06: Day 3 (am) Renewable Construction Resources – London

19/7/06: (pm) Delivering Large Scale Sustainability – The BEDZED Project – London

July 06: (date and venue tbc): (am) Sustainability Policy Issues 

July 06: (date and venue tbc): Sustainable Procurement and Development

Email your interest in attending any of these events to debbie.back@environmentcentre.com
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